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Block grant offered to farmers affected by Hurricane Helene

By LOGAN REYNOLDS
Staff Reporter

The Georgia Department of Ag-
riculture announced the Georgia
Hurricane Helene Block Grant, a
relief fund grant aiming to provide
financial aid to farmers, ranchers
and foresters still affected by Hur-
ricane Helene.

“We invested thousands of
hours into this process to ensure
we brought the maximum amount
of funding to Georgia while cover-
ing as many commodities and loss
types as possible,” said Georgia
Agriculture Commissioner Tyler
J. Harper in a press release.

Originally announced in Sep-

tember 2025, the block grant aims
to distribute $531,236,000 to
members of Georgia’s agricultural
sector, specifically for commodi-
ties and losses not already covered
by a United States Department of
Agriculture (USDA) program.

According to the press release,
these losses can include “timber,
infrastructure, poultry, beef cattle,
dairy cattle, milk loss, dairy feed
loss, pecans, blueberries, citrus,
nursery, plasticulture and bare
ground practices.”

Payments will vary based on
the commodity being paid for.
Payments for timber will be based
on the pre-storm values of the

damaged timber stands, while
payments for blueberries, citruses
and nurseries will be based on fu-
ture production losses.

Potential applicants may apply
anytime between March 16 and
April 27, providing the depart-
ment with the applicant’s name,
tax identification number, gate
card number, physical location of
the applicant’s farm, USDA farm
number, 2024 tax assessment,
deed and lease.

The press release notes several
documents applicants must pro-
vide as proof of their losses, such
as timber loss documentation;
acreage reports; crop insurance

records; veterinarian records;
poultry loss production cycles;
damages to trees, bushes, nurs-
eries and buildings; receipts for
medications; records of milk pro-
duction; numbers of animals be-
fore and after the storm; expense
invoices; sales and trucking re-
ceipts; repair and demolition bills;
reconstruction and replacement
invoices and photographs, includ-
ing aerial photography.

The release also notes the list of
documents is not comprehensive,
encouraging applicants to submit
any documents they believe may
support their application. The re-
quired forms can be found on the

Georgia Department of Agricul-
ture’s website.

In 2024, University of Georgia
Extension agents worked in col-
laboration with the university’s
College of Agricultural and Envi-
ronmental Sciences, the Warnell
School of Forestry and Natural
Resources, the Georgia Depart-
ment of Agriculture, the Georgia
Forestry Commission and the of-
fice of Governor Brian Kemp to
produce a damage assessment to
Georgia’s economy. According to
the report, Hurricane Helene cost
the Georgia economy “at least $5.5

BLOCK GRANT

Continued on page 5

Fuzzy's

Family Restaurant:

Nearly a decade of
community connection
in downtown Mt. Vernon

By LOGAN REYNOLDS
Staff Reporter

Fuzzy’s Family Restau-
rant celebrated nine years of
operation under its current
owners on April 1, acting as
a community fixture and a
way to keep one family to-
gether.

Rosalie Selph has worked
in food service since she was
11 years old. Originally from
Tampa, Florida, she moved
to Mount Vernon following
her marriage to Mike Selph
in 1982, where she has lived
ever since.

“So, 44 years of being up
here, I have no desire what-
soever to move away,” she
said.

While she eventually
moved from food service
to the postal service, Selph
began to desire a business
which would allow her
and her five children, four
daughters and one son, to
remain together. She also
wanted to provide her chil-
dren flexible work hours to
spend time with their own
children, informed by her
own experiences juggling

work and parenthood.

“I had raised five chil-
dren, and I wanted them
to have the opportunity to
spend time with their kids,”
said Selph. “So, I felt like if T
took the sacrifice and bought
the business and did the
brunt work, we could make
hours where they could be
parents, and then the kids
could have their parents at
home and not at work all the
time.”

Originally, Selph had
been offered another loca-
tion to purchase, but the
building was sold out from
under her. Then, she re-
ceived a message asking if
she would be interested in
purchasing the local restau-
rant Fuzzy’s.

“It actually got sold out
from underneath me,” said

Selph.
However, after a few
months, the new owner

reached out to Selph to ask
if she was still interested in
purchasing the restaurant,
to which she agreed. The
deal was finalized on April
1, 2017.
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Marie Sharpton, Rosalie Selph, Magen McLendon and Michelle Selph in front of Fuzzy’s Family Restaurant on Wednesday,
April 1in Mount Vernon. April Fool’s Day also serves as the anniversary of the Selph’s purchase of the restaurant, with 2026

marking nine years under their ownership/LOGAN REYNOLDS

“We bought it back in
2017 — April Fool’s Day,”
said Selph. “Tricked all the
kids, they thought, but the
joke was on them, because
they’re still having to work.”

Selph opted to keep the
Fuzzy’s Family Restaurant
name, as to her, Fuzzy’s was
a community staple rather
than just a simple restau-

rant.

“The community knows
it was Fuzzy’s for a very long
time, even though it went
through a few owners,” said
Selph. “T just didn’t want to
take away from that.”

All of Selph’s children
contributed to the business.
Her son performed main-
tenance, and her daughters

served as wait staff, with
one daughter also assisting
with the restaurant’s financ-
es.
At first, they only made
a few changes to Fuzzy’s
pre-established menu,
changing the recipes and
introducing side items such
as mac-and-cheese, potato
salads and cabbage. Accord-

ing to Selph, they focused
on providing more vegeta-
bles as other local establish-
ments did not.

The restaurant would
also stop serving a wide
selection of wings in favor
of only one flavor, as to

FUZZY'S

Continued on page 5

SNAPSHOTS:

Workers pave a section of Pearl Avenue in front of the Wheeler County Courthouse on Tuesday, April 2 in

Alamo/LOGAN REYNOLDS
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By RYAN FEASTER

Brewton-Parker Christian University

MOUNT VERNON - The Brew-
ton-Parker Christian University
(BPCU) Barons baseball team split
a conference doubleheader on the
road on April 4, 2026, against the
Skyhawks of Point University. The
Barons took the early game, 9-6, in
the seven-inning contest and lost
game two, 18-17.

The Barons controlled the open-
er with an early surge and timely
insurance. Michael Son doubled
during a three-run first inning that
gave Brewton-Parker a 3-0 lead,
and the Barons never gave it back.
Point answered with two runs in
the bottom of the second to trim the
margin to 3-2, but Brewton-Park-
er created separation again in the
fifth. Jeremi Lara delivered the big-
gest swing of game one with a two-
run home run as part of a three-run
inning, stretching the lead to 6-2.

The Skyhawks scored three
times in the bottom of the fifth
to make it a one-run game, and
Brewton-Parker had to answer.
Caleb Strott doubled home a run

Are you interested in contributing
to the Tri-County Connector?
We are always looking for great stories, photos,
articles and writers. Contact us if you would like
to contribute and help preserve local journalism.

in the sixth as the Barons pushed
the lead to 8-3, then added anoth-
er insurance run in the seventh.
Brewton-Parker finished with 13
hits, while Lara led the offense by
going 2-for-2 with three RBI and
a homer. Fred Diaz added two hits
and an RBI.

Game two turned into one of
the day's most chaotic stretches.
Point struck first with three runs
in the opening inning, then Brew-
ton-Parker erupted for nine runs
in the second to seize control.
Strott fueled that inning with two
home runs, including a three-run
shot, and the Barons built a 9-3
advantage. Even after Point an-
swered with a five-run fourth to
cut the deficit to 12-8, the Barons
kept producing offense. The Bar-
ons scored three in the fourth, two
in the fifth, and three more in the
seventh, the last on Lara's three-
run homer to left-center that made
it 17-14. The Skyhawks would rally
in the bottom of the ninth to walk
off the game after manufacturing
four runs off RBI singles to take the
game 18-17 and win the series.

Annual Subscription Rates
In-County Rate: $31
Out-of-County Rate: $37
Out-of-State Rate: $41
Senior Citizen Rate: $29
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Alma Brantley
McDonald

Funeral services for Ms.
Alma Brantley McDonald
were held Saturday, April 4,
2026 at 2 p.m. at Faith Mis-
sionary Baptist Church in
Treutlen County with Rev.
Marty Beacham officiating.
Burial was in the church
cemetery. Ms. McDonald
died Wednesday, April 1, at
her home.

Ms. McDonald, 88, was
the daughter of the late Jo-
seph T. and Curlie Pow-
ell Tyson. She was born in
Waynesboro, Ga. on Aug. 25,
1937 and attended school in
Burke County. She was a res-
ident of Adrian, Ga. until her
marriage to Marcus Brantley
in 1968 when she became
a farmer’s wife and home-
maker in Treutlen County.
After his death in 1999, she
was married to Mr. John C.
McDonald until his death.
She also worked at Soperton
Manufacturing  Company
and was a founding member
of Faith Missionary Baptist
Church. She was preceded in
death by her two husbands;
her daughter, Angela Brant-
ley Tanner; son, Allen Brant-
ley and her seven brothers
and five sisters.

Survivors include her
daughter, Vickey (Wayne)
Thomas of Rentz; son Ste-
ven (Dee) Brantley of Cedar
Grove; five grandchildren;
six great-grandchildren and
numerous nieces/nephews
and great-nieces/nephews.

Higgs Funeral Home
(higgsfuneralhomeandflo-
rist.com and facebook) of
Soperton had charge of ar-
rangements.

Carolyn Ricks Elrod

Carolyn Ricks Elrod, 91,
of Buford, Georgia, passed
away peacefully, leaving be-
hind a legacy of love, dedica-
tion, and service.

Born in Soperton, Geor-
gia, Carolyn was the cher-
ished daughter of the late
Morris and Zelma Ricks. She
was preceded in death by
her brothers, Morris Ricks
and William “Bill” Ricks,
and her beloved son, Kevin
Elrod. She is survived by her
brother, Dale Ricks.

Carolyn was a proud
graduate of Mercer Univer-
sity and devoted her life to
education as a dedicated
school teacher, shaping the
lives of countless students
with her kindness, patience,
and wisdom. She was also a

Attorney
Brian Arnold

OLD
NOLD

www.GeorgiaDisabilityLaw.com

1607A Rice Ave.
Dublin, GA 31021
478-272-2300

call 1-478-272-23 00 for FREE CASE EVALUATION

faithful and active member
of the Order of the East-
ern Star, where she formed
many lasting friendships
and served her community
with compassion and com-
mitment.

She is lovingly remem-
bered by her children, Kar-
en Bolin and Keith Elrod;
five grandchildren; seven
great-grandchildren;  and
one great-great-grandson.
Her family was her greatest

| joy, and she treasured every

moment spent with them.

In accordance with Caro-
lyn’s wishes, no formal ser-
vice will be held. She gently
asked that each who knew
her remember her in their
own personal way, for the
relationships she cultivated
throughout her life were as
a field of wildflowers—each
one unique, beautiful, and
deeply meaningful in its own
way. She will be laid to rest
in Westview Cemetery be-
side her parents and broth-
ers , returning to the place of
her roots and heritage.

Carolyn will be deep-
ly missed by all who knew
and loved her. Her warmth,
strength, and unwavering
faith leave a lasting imprint
on the hearts of those she
touched.

Sammons Funeral
Home, Family Owned
and Operated Since
1917. Call (912) 529-4411
or (478) 455-0671.

Deborah Louise
Stephens Hughes

Ms. Deborah Louise Ste-
phens Hughes died Wednes-
day, April 1, 2026 at Glen-
wood Health/Rehab after an
extended illness.

Ms. Hughes, 69, was the
daughter of the late R.L. and
Gladys Barnes Stephens.
She was born in Dunwoody,
Ga. on Aug. 12, 1956, was a
housewife and homemaker
and later became an LPN.
She was a former resident
of Laurens County and lat-
er due to illness became a
resident of Glenwood. She
attended Faith Tabernacle
Church in Treutlen Coun-
ty for several years and was
a member of Cedar Grove
Pentecostal Church. Ms.
Deborah loved her family
and all of her friends and
everyone will miss her very
much.

Her husband, Thomas
Hughes Sr., preceded her in
death.

Survivors include three
sons, Charles (Alicia) Grav-
itt, James (Melissa) McDan-
iel and Thomas (Stephanie)
Hughes Jr.; two daughters,
Michelle (Nick) Knight and
Rhonda Hardin; brothers,
Chuck Stephens, Jeff Mel-
pass and Benjamin McKin-
ney; sisters, Vicki Bartholf,
Sheila Summers, Barbara
Buckley, Marrie Stevens,
Elaine Mazych and Marie
Bailey; 16 grandchildren,
six great-grandchildren and
several nieces and nephews.

The family will have a
private memorial service at
a later date.

Higgs

Funeral Home

478-934-4561

111 E. Cherry St.
Cochran, GA 31014

(higgsfuneralhomeandflo-
rist.com and facebook) of
Soperton has charge of ar-
rangements.

Katherine B. McLendon

Mrs. Katherine B. Mec-
Lendon, 87, beloved wife
of the late George L. Mc-
Lendon of Soperton passed
away peacefully on Wednes-
day afternoon, April 1, 2026
at Treutlen County Health
and Rehabilitation Center in
Soperton, with her family by
her side.

Born in Treutlen Coun-
ty, she was the only child of
the late Sallie Mae Carter. A
lifetime resident, she was a
graduate of Soperton High
School, Class of 1955. A
short time later, she met and
married George L. McLen-
don in 1957. The newlyweds
made their home on the
family farm where they built
a beautiful life and family to-
gether for fifty-four years.

Mrs. McLendon had a
love for fashion which in-
spired her to open Kather-
ine’s Dress Shop for twen-
ty-one years. She also was
a rural route carrier for the
United States Postal Service
until retiring in 2010.

She and her husband
were active members of
the community; him as the
Chairman of the County
Commissioner and County
Board of Education and her
as a member of the Eastern
Star, and the Million Pines
Garden Club.

Mrs. McLendon was an
avid reader and was always
up for a good round of mah-
jong, or bridge with her
friends.

She had been a longtime
member of Rosemont Bap-
tist Church and in recent
years she had attended An-
chor of Hope Worship Cen-
ter.

In addition to her
mother, she is preceded in
death by her husband, who
passed away in 2011.

Affectionately known as
“Kat Kat”, she leaves be-
hind her children: Teresa
McLendon Hayes, Soper-
ton, Ga., Tracy McLendon
Claxton (James), Wrights-
ville, Ga., George McLen-
don (Laura), Soperton,
Ga.; four grandchildren,
Jennifer Rogers (Joey),
Soperton, Ga., Amanda
Heath (Derek), Soperton,
Ga., Mallory Taylor (Matt),
Vidalia, Ga., Madison Bar-
wick (Holt), Soperton, Ga.;
eight great-grandchildren,
Jarret Rogers, Jacob Rogers
(Kaley), Jada Rogers, Bro-
dy Heath, Paxton Heath,
Tatum Taylor, Beckham
Taylor, Mack Barwick; two
great-great-grandchildren,
Kasen Rogers, Kenli An-
derson and special friends,
Barbara Mullis, Janice Ta-
pley and care giver Sharon
McCloud.

Funeral services were
conducted at 2 p.m. on Sat-
urday, April 4, in the Wil-
liams Chapel of Sammons
Funeral Home with Pastor
Gilbert Posey officiating.

Her family received
friends on Saturday, at the
funeral home, from 1 p.m.
until the hour of service.

Serving as pallbearers
were her grandsons and
great grandsons.

Mrs. McLendon was laid
to rest, beside her husband,
in the Fowler Cemetery.

Her family wishes to
extend their thanks to the
staff of Treutlen County
Health and Rehabilitation
for the care extended to
Mrs. McLendon while in
their care.

Please share a memory,
leave a condolence mes-
sage and sign the online
guest register at www.sam-
monsfuneralhome.com.

Sammons Funeral
Home, Family Owned
and Operated Since
1917. Call (912) 529-
4411 or (478) 455-0671.

HERE'S A TIP!

By JOANN DERSON

King Features

which is fun to hear."

most-used hardware."

wall."

* When your cut up fruit is about to expire and
you don't think you'll be able to eat it in time, just
freeze it for smoothies. Lay it out in a single layer
and pop it in the freezer. When it's frozen you can
put it in a zip-top baggie for easy storage.

* If it's garage sale time, try this trick: Wrap a
picture frame tightly with tulle. Then you can hang
earrings from the tulle. Maybe someone will think
it's so cute that you'll sell the frame!

* "Do you have a lot of coffee mugs? Maybe it's
time you show them off! My granny has so many
coffee mugs from trips and that she got as presents.
My daddy put up five long shelves in one wall of
her kitchen. They are the perfect place to line up
and display all the mugs, and each one has a story,

* "My wife saw a picture of a narrow shelving
unit on wheels that fits in the space between your
fridge and the wall. It's really cool, and I made it for
her. It's so handy that I made another one for my
shop. I can store cans and small containers of shop
supplies, and I repurposed her spice rack for my

* "I have three girls and one bathroom, so
there's no way anyone gets "ready” in front of the
bathroom mirror at my house. Instead, all the girls
have a hanging shoe rack on the back of their door
for makeup and hair supplies, and a mirror on the

* Stubborn stains in the toilet? Try dropping in a
few denture tablets in the evening before bed, then
scrub and flush in the morning.

(¢) 2026 King Features Synd., Inc.

Social Security Disability Help

Experienced and Specialized Legal Representation

« Specializes in Social Security Disability Law
* Previously Worked for Social Security Disability
* No Fee unless you are granted Disability Benefits

« Successfully Represents Clients at Disability Hearings
* Files Disability Appeals at all Levels

544 Mulberry St., Ste. 619
Macon, GA 31201
478-745-9644

This isn’t a real ad.

...But it could be.

Call: 272-5522
Email: tehcirculation@gmail.com
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Protecting worship

By ALBERT WHITE

And if we have not rather done it for fear of this
thing, saying, In time to come your children might
speak unto our children, saying, What have ye to do
with the Lord God of Israel?

— Joshua 22:24

In the text, the people got upset about an altar
being raised in the tribes outside of the promised
land because they thought they were going to pollute
worship. I personally can see their point of concern.
They gathered all of the leaders and went to talk and
even warn against the idea of polluted worship. We
are blessed today to no longer be required to wor-
ship in one place. The conversation was different
than people expected. It was never done to pollute
worship but rather to cause the young people who
had not seen it to not become disconnected from the
covenant with God. It was not the altar of worship.
Sacrifices were not going to be offered on it. The idea
was to use it to teach the children to worship. The
explanation was that the altar was witness to the cov-
enant.

I must say I love that altar worship was so import-
ant to the leaders of these two tribes that they would
put in the work to train the youth of the promises
of God. Today we build multipurpose buildings and
youth rooms. We build youth sanctuaries because
God is still leading us to teach our youth the impor-
tance of worship. These buildings and worship areas
along with the continuance of praying around the al-
tar is witness between the youth and the church of
the covenant we have with Jesus. We don’t do ani-
mal sacrifices anymore. Jesus replaced that with his
once and for all offering at the cross. We were getting
ready to celebrate that on Easter Sunday. Bring the
kids to church. Teach them the Bible. Let them see
you worship Jesus. Teach them the message of the
cross. Teach them the power of resurrection. Let the
altar continue to be witness to the power of our God.

Albert White is the pastor of Blocker's Chapel
Church on Thompson Pond Rd. in Vidalia, Ga.

PASTOR'S VIEWPOINT

By CHARLES "BUDDY" WHATLEY

Maybe you remember Lee Strobel was a hard-driv-
ing atheist and award-winning legal editor at The
Chicago Tribune until his wife Leslie met a neighbor
who introduced her to Jesus. Then he did the only
thing he knew how to do; he investigated her faith
with the goal of leading her back to atheism, back to
their once-happy marriage. He spent the next two
years investigating the historical evidence for Chris-
tianity and in 1981, moved by Leslie’s changed life
and convinced by the evidence, he became a follower
of Jesus.

The first part of his conversion story was the
change in his wife Leslie as she became became more
loving, more peaceful and more grounded. In the
second part of his story, he summarizes “the four e’s”
of the resurrection.

1.) Execution: The Journal of the American Medi-
cal Association says Jesus was dead even before they
stabbed him in the side with a spear. Multiple sourc-
es confirm his death, and even skeptical scholars call
Jesus’ execution and death “indisputable.”

2.) Early Accounts: Stories of the resurrection ap-
pear immediately after his death; legends or myths
take time to develop. And the resurrection creed
in 1 Corinthians 15.3-7 is dated by scholars within
months of Jesus’ death and resurrection.

3.) Empty Tomb: Not a single ancient source de-
nies the empty tomb; they try to explain it, but they
cannot and do not deny it.

4.) Eyewitnesses: 1 Corinthians lists more than
500 people who saw Jesus after the crucifixion.
Lee Strobel discovered nine ancient sources inside
and outside the New Testament that affirm those
post-resurrection appearances. Finally, Lee Strobel
concluded that if the resurrection is true; our faith is
true, but if the resurrection is false, our faith is false
and we are left with nothing.

It all started with Jesus’ baptism! Suddenly, heav-
en breaks open! Mark uses a strong word meaning
“torn open!” It’s as if God can’t wait any longer to
introduce his Son to the world. Now I hope you’ll no-
tice that before Jesus called the disciples or before
he preached or before he healed anyone, the Father
appears saying, “You are loved! You belong to me!
I delight in you!” And God is saying that to you, if
you'll listen.

Charles "Buddy" Whatley is a retired Method-
ist pastor serving the Dawson Street Methodist in
Thomasuville, Ga.
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DID YOU KNOW ...

By JACK BAGLEY

Georgia Trust For Local News

So, how did you do?

Last week was the annual
April Fool edition of this silly
column, wherein I set three
items that were totally false,
and you had to figure out
which ones they were. You
probably said, “He’ll just tell
me next week,” and went on
with your day. You were right:

The liter was not named af-
ter a person. The story about
Claude Emile Jean-Baptist
Litre was created in 1978 by
a student at the University of
Waterloo — to justify using a
capital “L” to denote the unit
of measurement.

Bagpipes are not a Scottish
invention. Instruments simi-
lar to the pipes have been re-
corded in Middle Eastern na-
tions during the earliest part
of the modern era, long before
they arrived in Scotland.

The Morse code for “SOS”
does not mean anything spe-
cific. It's simply three dots,
three dashes, and three dots,
and very quick and easy to
send repeatedly.

Did you know ...

. why fishermen in the
Gulf of Mexico were upset with
McDonald’s? Up until 1984,
the popular restaurant chain
offered straws for beverages in
yellow and red. That year, they
changed the color scheme to
yellow and brown, and that’s
what upset the fishermen. The
older colors made great bait
for Spanish mackerel. Accord-
ing to Mental Floss, fishermen
noted that a single straw could
last for three lures, and could
catch five times as many fish as
any other tool. (It helps if they
use a Filet-O-Fish as bait.)

... you might have created
a paraph? At least once, any-
way. A paraph is a flourish at
the end of your signature. It
is said that they originated as
a check against forgery. (And
they looked really keen, too!)

... many performers insure
parts of their bodies? For ex-
ample, actress Julia Roberts
(born 1967) has insured her

smile for $30 million. Singer
Mariah Carey (born 1970) has
her legs insured for $35 mil-
lion. Dolly Parton (born 1946)
has had her bosom insured
for $600,000. And it’s not a
new practice, either. Bette Da-
vis (1908-1989) had her waist
insured for $28,000; Jim-
my Durante (1893-1980) had
his famous nose insured for
$50,000; and Jennifer Lopez
(born 1969) has had her back-
side insured for $300 million.
(I'd love to know what the pre-
miums on such policies are,
wouldn’t you?)

... a baseball star and the ac-
tor who played him in a movie
had a previous connection in
their lives? In 1925, New York
Yankees baseball star Babe
Ruth (1895-1948) became
ill with a stomach condition
that many believed at the time
was caused by an excessive
consumption of hot dogs and
soda, provided mainly by the
team’s batboy, William Ben-
dix (1906-1964). Rumor had
it that Bendix brought Ruth
30 hot dogs and 12 bottles of
soda, rendering him unable
to play that day — or any day
for several weeks. The Yan-
kees fired Bendix as a batboy
after Ruth took ill, but today
it is known that Ruth had an
intestinal abscess, and that
was what kept him out of the
lineup.  Twenty-three years
later, Bendix - who went on
to become an award-winning
actor - would portray Ruth in
the movie The Babe Ruth Sto-
ry. Additional trivia note: At
the time the movie premiered,
Ruth — who had wanted to star
in it himself — was dying of
cancer. He reportedly saw the
movie but became uncomfort-
able and left before it was over.
Bendix’ portrayal of Ruth was
variously called “dreadful,”
“amateurish” and “wrong from
start to finish.”

... the composer of the Con-
federacy’s “song” was from the
North? Daniel Decatur Em-
mett (1815-1904) composed
the song “Dixie” — or to use its
full title, “Dixie’s Land” — in
1859. Emmett was born and
raised in Mount Vernon, Ohio,
which remained loyal to the

Union during the Civil War. It
was said that the songwriter
was disgusted by the popular-
ity of the song in the Confed-
eracy. (You would think he’d
have been happy about the
royalties, though.)

... none of the members of
the Beatles could read mu-
sic? All four — John Lennon
(1940-1980), Paul McCartney
(born 1942), George Harrison
(1943-2001) and Ringo Starr
(born 1940) — were able to
play guitar, piano and drums
very well, but never learned to
read music. (But they loved
you, yeah yeah yeah.)

... timing really is every-
thing? Actor and rapper Will
Smith (born 1968) was in debt
to the Internal Revenue Ser-
vice for some $2.8 million and
was on the verge of declar-
ing bankruptcy when he was
signed to star in a new come-
dy series, The Fresh Prince of
Bel Air, for NBC. Smith had
already had many of his pos-
sessions taken by the IRS and
what income he was making
from his rap music was be-
ing garnished when the 1990
deal to star in the series was
reached.

... the person who would be
Emperor of Korea had a very
menial job? Yi Won (born
1962) is the great-grandson
of Gojong (1852-1919), the
first Emperor of Korea, and is
head of the Imperial House of
Yi. Until 2005, Yi was gener-
al manager of Hyundai Home
Shopping in Seoul. Active in
the drive to restore at least a
constitutional monarchy in
Korea, Yi would be Emperor of
both North and South Korea if
the effort is successful, though
the North Koreans would not
recognize his position. The ac-
tual Korean Empire was abol-
ished in 1910 when Korea was
basically annexed by Japan.
(Good luck, Your Majesty!)

.. croissants are not from
France? True, the name
“croissant” means crescent
in French, and the rolls are
shaped like crescents, but the
flaky roll actually was invent-
ed in Vienna, Austria. (How
nice!)

Now... you know!

The average lifespan
of an American male is
75.8 years according to
the latest medical re-
search. The distance
between this big blue
marble we call home
and its moon is about
238,900 miles. That's
according to NASA and
I guess we'll just have
to take their word for
it, because they are the
only people who've ever
been there.

What do these two
numbers have in com-
mon? I'm still trying to
figure that out myself,
but maybe we can sort
it out together.

Next month, if I
manage to survive an-
other 45 days or so de-
pending on when you
are reading this, TI'll
turn 41 years old. That
means I have more
years behind me, on
average, than I do left
to live. To be honest, I
never thought I'd make
it this long. I never
thought I wouldn't, but
when you're young and
have the bull that is life
by the horns you don't
think about waking up
middle aged with all of
the cares and/or wor-
ries that come along,
such as watching your
cholesterol, making
sure your kids are at
least trying to make
decent grades at school
and cutting grass
again.

Besides looking up
every now and then on
a clear night, I've nev-
er thought much about
the moon, but suddenly
going to outer space is
very interesting to me.
As T hammer this out
on a keyboard, four as-
tronauts are preparing

\

Midlife moon crisis:
Is there really life on Mars?

By KYLE DOMIN

to make the more than
a quarter-million-mile
flight to the moon and
back. If successful,
it will be the longest
crewed space flight in
history (as far as we
know) and the first to
travel close to the moon

since 1972.
The ultimate goal
of the 10-day Arte-

mis II mission and its
four team members is
to pave the way for fu-
ture moon landings
and hopefully estab-
lish long-term bases
for deeper space travel,
and more importantly,
lunar exploration and
extraction of valuable
minerals to make the
computer chips needed
for the further develop-
ment of artificial intelli-
gence.

There are still people
who believe the moon
landing was faked. Can

you imagine if that
happened in the world
of AI? With just a few
clicks and a simple
prompt you can make
a picture of anybody
on any planet and folks
will argue its validity on
the internet for days.

The idea of living in
outer space just may
well be right around the
corner, and the adven-
ture of the unknown is
calling out to me. I want
to experience the thrill
and danger of doing
something to advance
human history. I want
to break the shackles
of the cubicle in my
windowless  dungeon
and launch myself into
something new and ex-
citing, like discovering
life on Mars.

Or I'm having a mid-
life crisis.

It's a shame that I
can't afford a sports car.
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The Pecan

The pecan is the state
nut of Alabama, Arkansas,
California, Texas, and Loui-
siana, but Georgia is the top
pecan producing state in
the United States—and has
been since the early 1800s—
with more than 170,000
acres planted in pecan trees.
State pecan growers annu-
ally produce one-third of all
the pecans in our country.

(In 2020, Gov. Brian
Kemp declared the pecan
as the official state nut of
Georgia.)

The U.S. produces 50 to
60 percent of the world’s pe-
cans, which are a tasty treat
whether you crack them out
of their shells and consume
them raw or find them in all
kinds of desserts. Nothing

LORAN SMITH

like pecan pie to top off a
meal.

Statistics provided by
the University of Georgia
confirm that an annual pe-
can harvest in our state is
80 to 100 million pounds.
Most of the production
takes place in the middle of
the state to the south, with

some orchards measuring
several thousand acres.

Growing up, my moth-
er’s pecan pie was the great-
est treat. I didn’t care that
it was loaded with sugar.
A single slice of an average
pecan pie will have 30 to
50 grams of sugar, which
would make a registered di-
etitian recoil in horror.

No nutrition therapist
would recommend that you
eat dessert to begin with,
and they would be appalled
if you ordered pecan pie at
a popular restaurant in the
heart of pecan country in
South Georgia.

When you have had a
delicious vegetable plate for
lunch and then are blessed
with pecan pie for dessert,
who cares about what the
dietitians and nutritionists
say.

Internet research con-
firms that there are count-
less pecan treats, from the
traditional pie to praline pe-
can French toast, to butter
pecan ice cream sandwich-
es.

Il bet you dont
know just how many eye-
brow-raising pecan dishes
there are: red cabbage with
cider and pecans; chicken
salad with grapes and pe-
cans; and brussels sprout
slaw with apples and pe-
cans.

My favorite pecan treat,
which came about in the
fall years ago, was when the
pecans fell from the trees
to the ground and we could
gather a handful, crack the
soft shell, and enjoy the
tastiest snack.

The pecan is the only
native nut in North Amer-
ica and (sugar content not-

withstanding) contains
more than 19 vitamins and
minerals—which means
pecans can help lower your
cholesterol. It can also aid
in weight loss, according to
the Georgia Pecan Growers
Association.

Bobby Walden, who was
the last great punter of the
Wallace Butts—UGA era,
honed his superb punting
skills by kicking a football
into the pecan trees in his
yard to shake loose the pe-
can clusters, causing them
to fall to the ground.

Harvesting pecans was
a bit of a challenge since
most homeowners of those
times did not own any me-
chanical devices to release
the pecans from their host
trees. You might ride by a
neighbor’s house and see
him with a long cane fishing
pole, trying to knock pecans

loose from their bunches.

I will always maintain a
great affinity for pecan trees,
which provided the greatest
shade in an era when there
was no air conditioning. I
could stuff a Crocker sack
with leaves to fashion a
pillow and lie down under
those pecan limbs and read
books—my favorite pas-
time.

Casual research will con-
nect you to the most inter-
esting facts about pecans
which were a staple of the
diets of the native Amer-
icans, dating back to the
1600’s.

Presidents George
Washington and Thomas
Jefferson planted pecan
trees on their plantations.
The pecan has been import-
ant to our nation for a long,
long time.

Artificial intelligence

“What are you going to
be when you grow up?” is
perhaps the worst question
adults ever ask a kid. In
some ways it may encourage
them to hope and dream.
In most cases — especial-
ly as the child becomes an
adolescent deep into high
school, the question be-
comes more about rote con-
versation between two peo-
ple who have no idea what
to say to each other. It’s a
rhetorical gap filler, almost
devoid of meaning.

Among the many prob-
lems with this question is
it presumes at some point
someone will ring a bell and
say “Time’s up. You're an
adult now. We need a final
answer.”

This is where we bring
adults into this same con-
versation. Perhaps we
adults need to be asking
ourselves this question de-
spite its inherent faults too.

Some of us find our vo-
cations and avocations to be
the same. They're the lucky
ones who get paid to do
what they love.

Some of us had to figure
out how to separate them.
Some activities pay the bills.
Some give us meaning, ful-
fillment, and happiness.

Adults need to be able to
pay bills. Adults also need
to have some sense of grat-
ification and fulfillment in
life. These need not come
from the same activities,
but the latter is generally
better accomplished if the
former is secure.

Artificial Intelligence has
become a bit of a boogey-
man in this conversation for
adults and adolescents alike.
It’s presented as an oppor-
tunity to some, but received
as an excuse and scapegoat
for change by many others.
For those looking at cur-
rent and future careers, it’s
probably best viewed as an
accelerator pedal. It’s going
to take a lot of current tech-
nology’s progress arc, and
step on the gas.

Change is coming, with
or without Al. This is just a
truism in life.

Some of us deal with
change better than others.

will continue to proceed with or without us
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CHARLIE HARPER

GEORGIA POLITICS

When we’re constantly told
our ability to pay bills or
even find a job is at risk, our
resistance to that change in-
creases exponentially.
We're now seeing that
resistance pop up from the
usual suspects who want
to tell you not only that we
can stop change, but that we
should reject what is new
(and is thus perceived as
dangerous). They have lit-
tle to stop the development
of the software stack or chip

designs making great leaps
in Al, so they’re targeting
data centers.

There may be legitimate
reasons to block the con-
struction of a data center in
a specific location. Zoning
laws do exist, after all.

Pretending that slowing
down the development of
data centers will solve the
problems associated with
AT will have the same re-
sult as pretending suburban
sprawl can be stopped with
impact fees, building design
standards, and random re-
zoning moratoriums and/or
rejections.

Change will still happen.
It will just be more disorga-
nized and more expensive.

How we individually and
as cities, counties, states,
and a country prepare for it
will determine its impact on
our lives and our economy.
It’s important that we ap-
proach the topic not with a
view that Al is good or bad,
but rather, that is “is”

Al exists. Under the um-
brella of this term lies many
new technologies that can

and will affect the way we
work and live. It will affect
our vocations and our av-
ocations. Attempts to stop
this change by slowing it
down will only make the
outcomes more disjointed
and expensive, while also
likely allowing foreign ad-
versaries to take the lead in
what and how these tech-
nologies are developed.

So back to the question,
“What do you want to be
doing now as a grownup?”.
This is a question we all
should be asking ourselves,
and it deserves a mature,
grownup answer.

Those of us not yet re-
tired need to understand
that employers pay us for
the value we can create for
them. AI will likely replace
many tasks we currently
perform for our wages.

There are two broad op-
tions for those in and those
soon to be in the workforce
to deal with this. We can
learn and use these tools to
become more efficient and

thus more productive. Al-
ternatively, we can choose
jobs and career paths that
are harder to replace with
technology alone.

There are no easy an-
swers. The truth is, howev-
er, there never has been.

Whether in an agrarian
economy that was largely
dependent on the weath-
er, an industrial revolution
that forced changes in labor
and pollution standards,
or the advent of comput-
ers and software, workers
have always had the uneasy
challenge of figuring out
how to adapt to what initial-
ly looked like a scary new
world.

We can pretend it’s not
happening and try to hide
from what is likely inevi-
table. Or, we can do what
grownups must do, and
plan for adjustments now
to ultimately ensure we are
among those rewarded from
change that will happen
with or without our partic-
ipation.

The proposal may be cheap, however the commitment is not

If you are looking at how
oil at $110 per barrel and
gas approaching $5 per
gallon will Make America
Great Again, I refer you to
the Trump Toadies on Fox
News. I am sure they can
explain it. They might even
possibly believe it.

On the other hand, if
you think boys-turned-into-
girls should be allowed to
compete in women’s sports
— an issue that affects a
whopping 0.002% of U.S.
college athletes — then you
need to go to Weenie World,
aka, MS NOW. No question
they do believe it.

However, if you are
seeking some juicy inside
information to share at
your next Sunday School
social or cocktail party — or
both — and wow the crowd,
you have come to the right
place. Making you the envy
of the neighborhood is my
sacred duty.

For example, did you
know that Chick-fil-A is the
No. 1 choice of Georgia men
who would consider pro-
posing in a fast food restau-
rant? That comes from Ace.
com, a social casino web-
site. They say they surveyed
3,020 men as to which fast
food chains they believe
give them the best odds of
hearing “yes.”

The premise is that with
the cost of living being so
high these days, a candlelit
dinner - once the gold stan-
dard for asking the ques-
tion - is increasingly being
swapped out for proposals
over fries and a soft drink.

More than one in three
Georgia males admit that
rising dining costs make
them more likely to consid-
er a budget-friendly venue
- suggesting romance is in-
creasingly being balanced

DICK YARBROUGH

with practicality. (“Darling,
two questions: Will you
marry me and are you going
to finish those fries?”)

They also asked 100
women what they thought of
the idea. 49% percent said it
would be funny but mem-
orable and 24% said they
would find it romantic. That
tells me 76% percent don’t

find it romantic and would
prefer a candlelit dinner
with wine in a glass and not
a vanilla milkshake with a
straw. So, if I were the guys,
I would think that proposal
idea over very carefully.

Why Chick-fil-A? Ace.
com says the chain is known
for its “relentlessly polite
service and calm, fami-
ly-friendly atmosphere.
For many Georgia men, it
feels like the place where
the odds quietly tilt in their
favor without trying too
hard.” It is also where the
staff always says, “My plea-
sure” instead of “No prob-
lem.” T hate “no problem.” I
don’t care if it is a problem
or not. That’s their problem.
Not mine.

I didn’t propose to the
Beloved Woman Who
Shared My Name at a fast
food restaurant. I pro-
posed to her in a chartreuse

and black Ford Fairlane.
It wasn’t a surprise and,
frankly, not particularly ro-
mantic. We knew we were
getting married. She had
already picked out the ring
and I had bought it with
money I made carrying mail
over the Christmas holi-
days. I don’t think fries and
a Coke would have made
much of a difference, except
it would have been like me
to spill the Coke in the front
seat and get fussed at.
There is no chance I
would have proposed at a
local Chick-fil-A because it
didn’t exist then. Our only
option would have been
the Dwarf Grill on Central
Avenue in Hapeville, down
from the train depot. It was
run by a gentleman named
Truett Cathy. The place was
very small — hence the name
Dwarf Grill — and kind of
smoky. Mr. Cathy’s wife,

nam
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Jeannette, taught the Be-
loved Woman Who Shared
My Name in a girl’s Sunday
School class at Jefferson
Avenue Baptist Church and
Mr. Cathy taught the boys.
They also served really good
hamburgers as I recall.
Somehow, between fry-
ing hamburgers and prais-
ing the Lord, Truett Cathy
found a way to create a
chicken sandwich and an
international restaurant
chain with more than 3,000
stores and $22 billion in
annual revenue. A long way
from the Dwarf Grill. By the
way, if you plan propose at
your local Chick-fil-A, make

it sometime between Mon-
day and Saturday. They ar-
en’t open on Sunday.

Ace.com says Georgia
boys have named other al-
ternate chains where they
would consider popping the
question, like Dairy Queen,
McDonald’s and Taco Bell.
That is all well and good but
it’s not where you propose
that counts, be it a fast food
restaurant or a chartreuse
and black Ford Fairlane.
It is the commitment you
are about to make. It’s not
cheap. It is for a lifetime.
Think carefully and don’t
bite off more than you can
chew.
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BLOCK GRANT

Continued from page 1

billion in agricultural and
timber losses,” with $1.28
billion coming from timber
losses alone.

The storm also destroyed
an estimated 32.6 percent
of cotton crop, 25 to 30
percent of vegetable crops,
and disrupted farming op-
erations focused on pecans,
citruses, blueberries, soy-
beans and livestock. Geor-
gia’s tobacco crop was also
affected, but tobacco farms
were also recovering from a
previous storm, Hurricane
Debby, which destroyed 45
percent of their crop.

“While this relief will not
make impacted producers
100 percent whole, it will go
along way to help farm fam-
ilies get back on their feet
after the devastation of Hur-
ricane Helene,” said Harper.

The grant program was
spearheaded by Senators
Reverend Raphael Warnock
and Jon Ossoff in the United
States Senate. According to
a press release from Senator
Warnock, the funds were
received following “months
of bipartisan efforts” during
which multiple government
representatives asked for di-
saster relief funds.

“Now, over a year late,
USDA is finally getting those
funds to Georgia farmers,”
said Senator Ossoff. “I am
glad Georgia farmers are
getting the help they’ve long
deserved.”

FUZZY'S

Continued from page 1

not compete with the local
T-Byrds Foods.

“I's not dog-eat-dog
around here,” said Selph.
“We’ve had each other’s
back, and so I go there to eat,
they come over here to eat.”

COVID-19 provided the
business with a unique chal-
lenge, stressing supply lines
and raising prices of goods.
Because of the pandemic,
Selph was forced to drop a
number of menu items, such
as catfish.

However, Selph says
Fuzzy’s was able to avoid
closing and raising its pric-
es during COVID-19 due to
a preemptive purchase from
their suppliers. She likened
the experience to the bibli-
cal story where Jesus Christ
multiplies bread and fish to
feed a large crowd.

“I had good vendors that
said, ‘This is fixing to go up,
Rosalie,” said Selph. “I went,
I bought freezers, filled them
slap full of what he told me
was fixing to go up, and just
like the fish and the bread, it
made it through.”

Hurricane Helene also
affected the restaurant, de-
stroying sections of the back
of the building. However,
Selph’s family, including her
son and son-in-law, who are
both carpenters, came to-
gether to repair the restau-
rant and remain in business.

According to Selph, the
business has proven a suc-
cess in its original goal of
keeping her family together
for the past nine years.

“If it’s not successful in
anything else, it keeps fam-
ilies together,” said Selph.
“We have a good old time up
here.”
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Brewton-Parker Christian University’
Barons traveled to Marietta to take on
the Running Eagles at Life University
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Barons fall to Running Eagles

By RYAN FEASTER

Brewton-Parker Christian University

MOUNT VERNON - The Brew-
ton-Parker Christian University (BPCU)
Barons flag football team traveled to
Marietta, Ga., to take on the Running Ea-
gles of Life University. Despite a strong
effort, the Barons were shut out by the
Running Eagles, 45-0, on April 3, 2026.

Life struck first at the 7:26 mark of the
opening quarter when Cheyenne Brooks
connected with Elora Niederpruem for a
19-yard touchdown. Brooks and Nieder-
pruem hooked up again with 4:42 left in
the quarter, this time on a 28-yard scor-
ing play that pushed the margin to 13-0.
Brooks added another touchdown with
53 seconds remaining in the first quar-
ter, giving Life a 20-0 advantage before
Brewton-Parker could settle in.

The lead grew to 26-0 in the sec-
ond quarter on another short-yardage
touchdown by Brooks with 2:01 left be-

fore halftime. Life kept the pressure on
after the break. Brooks scored again at
9:50 of the third quarter, then found
Latoya Mitchell for another touchdown
with 1:50 left in the quarter as the home
team extended the margin to 39-0. The
Running Eagles would score again in
the fourth quarter to extend their lead to
45-0 and take the game.

Brewton-Parker was held to 124 to-
tal yards on 41 plays and managed six
first downs. Keshauna Gusby completed
13 of 29 passes for 82 yards and rushed
nine times for a team-high 46 yards.
Defensively, the Barons did produce a
fourth-quarter takeaway when Kennedy
Osborn intercepted a Brooks pass and
returned it 10 yards to the Brewton 15
with 6:05 to play.

The Barons will turn their focus to
their final regular-season game as they
prepare to host the Night Hawks of
Thomas University on April 11.

Barons drop series
opener vs Skyhawks

By RYAN FEASTER

Brewton-Parker Christian University

MOUNT VERNON -

The Brewton-Parker
Christian University (BPCU) Barons baseball team
dropped the series opener on the road against the

$26-020
STATE OF GEORGIA,
COUNTY OF TREUTLEN
NOTICE TO DEBTORS AND CREDI-
TORS

IN RE: The Estate of Wesley Wadley,
deceased.
All debtors or creditors of the Estate of
Wesley Wadley, deceased, late of Treutlen
County, are hereby notified to render their
demands to the undersigned according to
law, and all persons indebted to said estate
are to make immediate payment to me.
This 19th day of March 2026.
Paul W. Calhoun, Il
Attorney for Administrator, Krisopher
Wadley
Calhoun Law Firm
P. O. Box 557
Soperton, GA 30457

March 26, April 2, 9,16, 2026

$26-021
STATE OF GEORGIA,
COUNTY OF TREUTLEN
NOTICE TO DEBTORS AND CREDI-
TORS

IN RE:The Estate of Paula Jean Brinson,
deceased.
All debtors or creditors of the Estate of Pau-
la Jean Brinson, deceased, late of Treutlen
County, are hereby notified to render their
demands to the undersigned according to
law, and all persons indebted to said estate
are to make immediate payment to me.
This 19th day of March 2026.
Paul W. Calhoun, Il
Attorney for Executrix, Janis Cone
Calhoun Law Firm
P. O. Box 557
Soperton, GA 30457

March 26, April 2, 9, 16, 2026

$26-023

TREUTLEN COUNTY

STATE OF GEORGIA

TO: Heirs Known & Unknown, of KELLIE
PHILLIPS, Jr., Deceased, and anyone
claiming an Interest in the property de-
scribed below.

Take Notice That:

The right to redeem the following property
to wit:

All that certain lot or parcel of land situate,
lying and being in the 1763rd G.M. District of
Treutlen County, Georgia and bounded as
follows: North by lands of Delphine Bostic
and lands of Kellie Phillips; East by the run
of a branch; South by lands of Kellie Phillips,
Sr.; and West by lands of Kellie Phillips, Sr.
This parcel of land is more fully shown
by a plat of the same prepared by Marvin
D. Clements, Surveyor, dated March 24,
1994, and recorded in Plat Book 7, Page
63, Treutlen County Records. Which plat
is incorporated herein by reference for a
more complete description of the property
herein conveyed.

As described in Deed Book 75, Page 308.
Further described as Map & Parcel 041
019E. will expire and be forever foreclosed
and barred on and after the 17th day of
November 2025. The tax deed to which
this notice relates is dated the 5th day of
October 2021 and is recorded in the Office
of the Clerk of the Superior Court of Treut-
len County, Georgia, in Deed Book 168,
Pages719-720.

The property may be redeemed at any time
before the 30th day of April 2026, by pay-
ment of the redemption price as fixed and
provided by law to the undersigned at the
following address: P.O. Box 557, Soperton,
Georgia 30457.

Paul W. Calhoun, Il

Paul W. Calhoun, lll, LLC

P.O. Box 557

Soperton, Georgia 30457

(912) 529-3131

April 2, 9, 16, 23, 2026

S$26-018
IN THE PROBATE COURT OF
len COUNTY

STATE OF GEORGIA
IN RE: ESTATE OF Cynthia Jackson,
DECEASED
ESTATE NO. 26-P-12
PETITION FOR LETTERS OF ADMINIS-

TRATION NOTICE
TO: whom it may concern:
Tiffany Nicole Jackson has petitioned for
Tiffany Nicole Jackson to be appointed
administrator(s) of the estate of _Cynthia
Jackson, deceased, of said county. (The pe-
titioner has also applied for waiver of bond,
waiver of reports, waiver of statements,
and/or grant of certain powers contained
in O.C.G.A. § 53-12-261.) All interested
persons are hereby notified to show cause
why said petition should not be granted. All
objections to the petition must be in writing,
setting forth the grounds of any such objec-
tions, and must be filed with the Court on or
before April 2, 2026.
BE NOTIFIED FURTHER: All objections
to the petition must be in writing, setting
forth the grounds of any such objections.
All objections should be sworn to before
a notary public or before a probate court
clerk, and filing fees must be tendered
with your objections, unless you qualify to
file as an indigent party. Contact probate
court personnel for the required amount
of filing fees. If any objections are filed, a
hearing will be scheduled at a later date. If
no objections are filed, the petition may be
granted without a hearing.
Tiffany W McLendon
Judge of the Probate Court
By: Jackie Gressinger
Clerk of the Probate Court
650 Second St, Ste 101
Soperton, Ga.30457
912-529-4320
March 19, 26, April 2, 9, 2026

Treut-

S$26-022
STATE BOARD MEMBER TO HOLD
PUBLIC HEARING
April 20, 2026

Mayor Matt Donaldson to Host

State Board of Education Twelfth Dis-
trict Public Hearing

The State Board of Education will hold
a public hearing for citizens in the Twelfth
Congressional District on Monday, April 20,
2026. The meeting will be held from 7:00
p.m.—8:00 p.m. at Warren County Schools,
Career Academy, 115 Gibson Hwy., Warren-
ton, GA 30828.
The purpose of the hearing is to hear
comments from interested citizens and
educators within the congressional district
regarding the performance and problems of
public education. People wishing to speak
should sign in upon arrival.
The Georgia Department of Education does
not discriminate on the basis of disability in
admission to, access to, or operations of its
programs, services, or activities. Individuals
who need assistance or auxiliary aids for
participation in this public forum are invited
to make their needs known to Geraldine
Price at gprice@doe.k12.ga.us no later
than 72 hours before the scheduled event.

April 9, 16, 2026

$26-024

Notice to Debtors and Creditors

All creditors of the estate of Linda J.
Beard late of Treutlen County, deceased,
are hereby notified to render in their
demands to the undersigned according
to law, and all persons indebted to said
estate are required to make immediate
payment.

This 18th day of March, 2026

Name: Laura Ivy Lico

Title: Administrator

Address: c/o Meyerson Law Firm 120
Village Circle, Senoia Ga. 30276
April 9, 16, 23, 30, 2026

LOCAL
MATTERS

We don't knowingly accept adver-
tisements that discriminate, or

Georgia

Publish your classified ad in more than 60 Georgia newspapers for only $350.

Call Georgia Newspaper Service: 770-454-6776

HOME IMPROVEMENT

ready when calling!

0231 Have zip code of property

oS

GEORGIA PRESS ASSOCLATION

SOCIAL SECURITY DISABILITY
BENEFITS. Unable to work?

Skyhawks of Point University on April 3. The Barons
fell behind early and were unable to overcome the
deficit, dropping the game 11-5.

Point set the tone in the first, taking a 2-0 lead,
scoring on a wild pitch and an RBI groundout. The
decisive stretch came one inning later. The Sky-
hawks would add a three-run double to right field
during the surge, and later in the inning, a two-run
homer as Point built a 9-0 lead after two innings.

Brewton-Parker began to chip away in the fourth.
Jack Morris lined a two-run single to right to bring
home a pair of runs and cut the deficit to 9-2. The
Barons added another run in the sixth when Michael
Son drove in Anthony Savarese with a sacrifice fly,
trimming the margin to 10-3 after Point had an-
swered with an RBI single in the fifth.

The Barons’ best late push came in the eighth.
Raul Morales opened the inning with a double, one
of his two doubles on the day, and Son followed
with a two-run double that brought Brewton-Parker
within 10-5. Point answered in the bottom half with
an insurance run, ending any realistic comeback bid.

Son finished with three RBI for Brewton-Parker,
while Morales went 2 for 4 with two doubles and a
run scored. The Barons totaled six hits, including
three doubles, and left five runners on base.

- -
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Brewton-Parker Christian Univeristy’s .

~ Barons dropped the series opener

- against the Skyhawks on Friday,
April 3/SPECIALPHOTO == =

-

intend to discriminate, on any
illegal basis. Nor do we knowingly
accept employment advertise-
ments that are not bona-fide job
offers. All real estate advertise-
ments are subject fo the fair
housing act and we do not accept
advertising that is in violation of
the law. The law prohibits discrimi-
nation based on color, religion,
sex, national origin, handicap or
familial status.

STATEWIDE CLASSIFIEDS
FOR THE WEEK 4/5/26

CELLULAR

Consumer Cellular - the same
reliable, nationwide coverage as
the largest carriers. No long-term
contract, no hidden fees and
activation is free. All plans feature
unlimited talk and text, starting at
just $20/month. For more informa-
tion, call 1-833-446-1847

HEALTH CARE

Don't let the stairs limit your
mobility! Discover the ideal solu-
tion for anyone who struggles on
the stairs, is concemed about a
fall or wants fo regain access fo
their entire home. Call AmeriGlide
today! 1-877-871-3210

ATTENTION OXYGEN THERAPY
USERS! Discover Oxygen
Therapy That Moves with You
with Inogen Portable Oxygen
Concentrators. FREE information
kit. Call 1-833-661-9339

Stroke and Cardiovascular dis-
ease are leading causes of death,
according to the American Heart
Association. Screenings can pro-
vide peace of mind or early detec-
tion! Contact Life Line Screening
to schedule your screening.
Special offer - 5 screenings for
just $149, Call 1-855-391-2065

Replace your roof with the best
looking and longest lasting mate-
rial - steel from Erie Metal Roofs!
Three styles and muttiple colors
available. Guaranteed to last a
lifetime! Limited Time Offer - up
to 50% off installation + Additional
10% off install {for military, health
workers & 1st responders.) Call
Erie Metal Roofs: 1-866-939-2151

BATH & SHOWER UPDATES in
as little as ONE DAY! Affordable
prices - No payments for 18
months! Lifetime warranty & pro-
fessional installs. Senior & Military
Discounts available. Call: 1-833-
781-0206

WATER DAMAGE CLEANUP: A
small amount of water can lead to
major damage to your home. Our
trusted professionals dry out the
wet area and do repairs to protect
your family and your home's value!
If you have water in your home
that needs to be dried, call 24/7:
1-833-871-2090. Have zip code of
service location ready when you
calll

ELECTRICAL SERVICES:
Reliable & experienced.
Compefitive rates. From simple
household problems to installing

a brand new electrical system, we
can take care of it all! Call now
and have the zip code of the ser-
vice location when you call! 1-833-
399-6566

NEED NEW FLOORING? Call
today schedule a FREE in-home
estimate on Carpeting & Flooring.
Call Today! 1-833-641-6602

PEST CONTROL: PROTECT
YOUR HOME from pests safely
and affordably. Roaches, Bed
Bugs, Rodent, Termite, Spiders
and other pests. Locally owned
and affordable. Call for service or
an inspection today! 1-833-406-

HOME BREAK-INS take less than
60 SECONDS. Don't wait! Protect
your family, your home, your
assets NOW for as litle as 70¢ a
day! Call 1-833-890-1269

SunSetter. America's Number One
Awning! Instant shade at the touch
of a button. Transform your deck
of patio into an outdoor ocasis. Up
to 10-year limited warranty. Call
now and SAVE $350 today! 1-877-
740-0337

MISCELLANEQUS

YMT Vacations. Over 50 guided
tours available. Affordable, social
and stress-free travel designed for
mature fravelers. Our tours include
accommodations, fransportation,
baggage handling, sightseeing,
entrance fees, a professional Tour
Director and select meals. For

a limited time SAVE $250 on all
tours. Call YMT today. 1-855-548-
2623

BANKRUPTCY RELIEF! Help stop
Creditor Harassment, Collection
Calls, Repossession and Legal
Actions! Speak to a Professional
Attorney and Get the Help You
NEED! Call NOW 855-968-5222

BEHIND ON YOUR MORTGAGE
PAYMENTS? Threatened with
foreclosure? Denied a loan
modification? Let us help! Call the
Homeowner Relief Line to speak
with a mortgage specialist. 844-
797-7162

Wesley Financial Group LLC
Timeshare Cancellation Experts
Over $50,000,000 in timeshare
debt and fees cancelled in 2019,
Get free informational package
and learn how to get rid of your
limeshare! Free consultations.
Over 450 positive reviews. Call
866-411-5215

Denied benefits? We Can Help!
Strong, recent work history need-
ed. Call to start your application or
appeal today! 877-627-2704

Moving Out of State? Licensed
and insured, full-service nation-
wide movers. Call now to get a
free, instant price quote on your
next move. 1-866-590-6443

DONATE YOUR CAR TO KIDS.
Your donation helps fund the
search for missing children and
preventing abduction. Accepting
Cars, Trucks and Vans. Fast Free
Pickup - Running or Not May
Qualify for Tax Deduction - Call
(888) 515-3813,

TVIINTERNET

Get DISH Satellite TV + Internet!
Free Install, Free HD-DVR
Upgrade, 80,000 On-Demand
Movies, Plus Limited Time Up To
$600 In Gift Cards. Call Today!
1-866-369-1468

COMPUTER ISSUES? FREE
DIAGNOSIS by GEEKS ON SITE!
Virus Removal, Data Recovery!
24/7T EMERGENCY $20 OFF ANY
SERVICE with coupon 42522!
Restrictions apply. 844-739-4842

WANTED

We Buy Houses for Cash AS I8!
No repairs. No fuss. Any condition.
Easy three step process: Call, get
cash offer and get paid. Get your
fair cash offer today by calling Liz
Buys Houses: 1-877-399-2113

TOP CASH PAID FOR OLD
GUITARS! 1920-1980 Gibson,
Martin, Fender, Gretsch,
Epiphone, Guild, Mosrite,
Rickenbacker, Prairie State,
D'Angelico, Stromberg. And
Gibson Mandolins / Banjos. 1-833-
641-6792
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Out on a Limb
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GRE_I!T MOMENTS
IN MINIATURE QOLF
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1 — Ark

6 Con games

11 French novel-
ist

12 Heckler's
weapon

14 "Delta
Wedding"
author Welty

15 Defeated in a
footrace

16 Govt. stipend

17 Roly-poly

19 Roast VIPs

20 Golf pegs

22 Docs' org.

23 Lap dog, for

2 short

NEE 24 Former First

Daughter

26 Most sore

28 401(k) alter-
native

30 Med. plan

31 Popeye's
veggie

35 Muslim legal
expert

39 Centers

40 Possesses

42 Uttered

43 Before

44 "Graceland"
singer Paul

46 The Browns,
on score-
boards

47 Chew out

“We had a much bigger supply, but the
Army boaught most of it back.”
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49 Tex-Mex treat 7 Brilliant stroke 31 Biblical realm
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24
- 1
31 36 [37 [38
3¢
43 46
47
51
K B
51 "I, Robot" 8 Invoice fig. 32 Least spoiled
author 9 "Little 33 Portugal's
52 Leg joints Women" place
53 Hosiery matriarch 34 Sandwich
shade 10 Pancake fow-  meat
54 Repaired ers 36 Glib
shoes 11 Defeats 37 Inclined
13 Start 38 Concepts
DOWN 18 Hollywood's 41 Remote loca-
1 Mal de mer Thurman tions?
2 "Golden" 21 Tibia settings 44 Hatt
tunes 23 Reverent 45 iPod model
3 Dye type 2b Altarinthe 48 Asia's —
4 Angelic instru-  sky Darya river

ment 27 "Letmethink 50 Keypad trio
5 Milan's La —
6 Tolerate 29 Reach
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Find the listed words in the diagram. They run in all

directions [orward, backward, up, down and diagonally
Unlisted clue hint; OTHER THAN ZERO

Non-GMO
Nonacid
Nonaligned
Noncom

Nonfat
Nonfiction
Nonnative
Nenresident

Nonskid
Nonslip
Nonsmoker
Nonstick

Nonstop
Nonsuch
Nonunion

€2026 King Features Syndicate, Inc. All rights reserved.

by Dave T. Phipps

Just Like Cats & Dogs

4:30 ON A FRIDAY AND THE BOSS WANTS
TO SEE ME. THAT'S LIKE VACATIONING

WITH MY IN-LAWS. THERE'S NO UPSID_E./l
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Find at least six differences in details between panels.
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~ WIGGINS FOOT & ANKLE
- ASSOCIATES, P.C.

Specializing in Diabetic Foot Care ® Corns
Callouses * Hammer Toes ® Bunions * Warts

Ingrown Toe Nails ® Aching Feet * Heel Pain
205 Arlington Drive ¢ Vidalia ¢ 537-2559

w’ AVAILABLE 5 DAYS A WEEK
Mark Wiggins, D.P.M. MON.-FRI. 8:30 A.M.-5 P.M.
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